[Prognostic factors in stomach cancer: invasion of gastric serosa and lymph node involvement].
Concerning prognostic factors in gastric cancer, the Authors analyse the main two influencing long-term prognosis: the depth of penetration of the tumor in the gastric wall and the presence of lymph node metastasis. 194 operated gastric neoplasms were staged, according to TNM classification (U.I.C.C., 1987) and divided into 4 groups: in the first group both the serosa and the lymph nodes were tumor-free; in the second both were involved; in the third only lymph nodes were involved; in the fourth only the serosa was involved. Crossed statistic analysis between groups showed that the only factor that influenced the long-term survival is the node involvement in the patients with tumor-free gastric serosa. These results correspond to most of the others in literature, and point to the connection between these two factors in defining the stage of the disease.